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Prologue: A Glimpse into the Darkness

In the realm of dark academia and captivating superhero tales, V.E.
Schwab's Vicious stands as a literary masterpiece. Its enigmatic antihero,
Victor Vale, has captivated readers with his tortured past and enigmatic
charm. Now, Tor.com's prequel delves into the origins of this complex
character, unveiling the sinister secrets that shaped his destiny.

Victor's Genesis: A Descent into Obsession

Tor.com's prequel transports us back to the hallowed halls of Eastern
University, where Victor's path intertwines with that of Eli Ever, his brilliant
and enigmatic rival. United by their shared thirst for knowledge, they
stumble upon a clandestine organization known as the Society, which has
unlocked the secrets to granting superpowers.
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As Victor delves deeper into the Society's experiments, his moral compass
becomes blurred, and his obsession with power consumes him. The allure
of becoming an "E.O." (ExtraOrdinary) proves irresistible, setting him on a
path of self-destruction and betrayal.

The Birth of Villainy: A Twisted Mirror of Justice

Victor's transformation from a driven student to a ruthless villain is a
gripping spectacle. Tor.com's prequel meticulously pieces together the
events that fractured his psyche, highlighting the corrosive effects of power
and the slippery slope between ambition and evil.

Through Victor's eyes, we witness the erosion of his morals, the hardening
of his heart, and the birth of his twisted sense of justice. As his relationship
with Eli becomes increasingly antagonistic, their once-shared bond
crumbles into a bitter rivalry that will forever alter their lives.

A Literary Triumph: Characterization and Narrative Brilliance

Schwab's masterful storytelling shines throughout the Vicious prequel. Her
ability to delve into the psyche of her characters is nothing short of
remarkable, allowing us to empathize with even the most flawed and
sinister among them. Victor's journey from a troubled youth to a malevolent
force of nature is utterly compelling, a testament to Schwab's literary
prowess.

The prequel's narrative structure is equally impressive. It deftly weaves
together flashbacks and present-day events, creating a tapestry of
suspense and intrigue. As Victor's past unfolds, we are left constantly on
edge, anticipating the inevitable clash that will shape his destiny.



A Must-Read for Fans and Newcomers Alike

Whether you're a devoted fan of the Vicious series or a newcomer to V.E.
Schwab's dark and alluring world, Tor.com's prequel is an absolute must-
read. It offers a profound exploration of the origins of Victor Vale, one of the
most iconic antiheroes in contemporary literature.

By delving into the depths of Victor's tortured past, Schwab has crafted a
tale that is both captivating and thought-provoking. It's a story about the
corrosive nature of power, the complexities of human nature, and the
enduring power of obsession.

As you turn the final page, you'll be left haunted by Victor's twisted journey
and the lingering question: what drives a person to embrace the darkness
within?

Call to Action

Immerse yourself in the sinister world of Victor Vale with Tor.com's Vicious
prequel. Available now in bookstores and online retailers, this compelling
tale will captivate your imagination and leave you eager for more. Discover
the origins of the enigmatic antihero and uncover the secrets that shaped
his destiny.
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