
Unveiling the Architect of Fox News and
American Divide: "How The Brilliant
Bombastic Roger Ailes Built Fox News and
Divided a Country"
In the annals of media history, the name Roger Ailes stands out as a
colossal figure, both revered and reviled. His controversial career left an
enduring mark on the American political landscape, shaping the way
millions of Americans consume news and information. The recently
published book, "How the Brilliant Bombastic Roger Ailes Built Fox News
and Divided a Country," by Gabriel Sherman, provides a comprehensive
examination of Ailes' life and impact.

The Man Behind the Media Empire

Roger Ailes was a brilliant and enigmatic figure. Born into poverty, he
clawed his way to the top of the media industry through sheer
determination and an uncanny understanding of the power of television.
Sherman's book meticulously chronicles Ailes' early career as a political
strategist, his work with Richard Nixon, and his meteoric rise to become the
CEO of Fox News.
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Ailes was a master showman with a ruthless streak. He recognized the
untapped potential of conservative audiences and created a news channel
that catered specifically to their beliefs and values. Fox News quickly
became a ratings juggernaut, transforming the media landscape and
reshaping the way Americans perceived political issues.

The Fox News Phenomenon

Under Ailes' leadership, Fox News became a dominant force in American
media. Its hosts, such as Bill O'Reilly, Sean Hannity, and Megyn Kelly,
became household names and exerted considerable influence over public
discourse. Fox News's conservative slant and its willingness to challenge
the mainstream media resonated with millions of viewers, particularly those
in rural and suburban areas.

However, Fox News also became a lightning rod for controversy. Critics
accused the network of spreading partisan propaganda, fear-mongering,
and actively contributing to the political polarization of the United States.
Sherman's book delves into the inner workings of Fox News, revealing the
machinations behind its programming and the controversies that plagued it.

A Legacy of Division
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Roger Ailes' impact on American society cannot be overstated. Through
Fox News, he created a powerful voice for conservative perspectives and
significantly shifted the political Overton window. However, his legacy is
also marred by allegations of sexual harassment and discrimination.
Sherman's book meticulously documents these allegations, providing a
detailed account of the culture of sexual misconduct that permeated the
Fox News workplace.

Ailes' actions ultimately led to his downfall. He was forced out of Fox News
in 2016 amid a torrent of sexual harassment allegations. His legacy
remains deeply polarizing, with some praising him as a brilliant media
strategist and others condemning him as a predator who abused his power.

Gabriel Sherman's "How the Brilliant Bombastic Roger Ailes Built Fox News
and Divided a Country" is a must-read for anyone seeking to understand
the rise of Fox News and the profound impact it has had on American
politics and society. Sherman's meticulous research and engaging narrative
provide a comprehensive and nuanced account of Roger Ailes' life and
career, offering a valuable insight into the machinations of power and the
complexities of human nature.

Whether praised or reviled, Roger Ailes remains a towering figure in media
history. His legacy will continue to be debated for years to come, as his
influence on the American political discourse continues to shape the
nation's future.
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