
Touring The Backstreets Of Kyoto With Local
Experts: Japan Travel Guide
Kyoto is a city steeped in history and culture. It's home to some of Japan's
most famous temples, shrines, and gardens. But beyond the well-trodden
tourist trail, there's a hidden world of backstreets and alleyways, where you
can discover the real Kyoto.
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This travel guide will take you off the beaten path and into the heart of
Kyoto's rich culture and history. We'll explore the hidden gems of the city,
from traditional teahouses to centuries-old markets. And we'll do it all with
the help of local experts who will share their insights and knowledge.

Day 1
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Start your day by exploring the Nishiki Market, a bustling market street
that's been a hub of activity for centuries. Here you'll find everything from
fresh seafood to pickled vegetables to handmade crafts. Be sure to try
some of the local street food, like takoyaki (octopus balls) and okonomiyaki
(Japanese pancakes).

After lunch, visit the Gion district, Kyoto's famous geisha district. Here you
can see traditional wooden buildings, teahouses, and shops. You might
even be lucky enough to spot a geisha or maiko (apprentice geisha).

In the evening, take a stroll along the Kamo River. The river is lined with
cherry trees, which bloom in the spring. It's a beautiful place to relax and
enjoy the scenery.

Day 2

Start your day by visiting the Fushimi Inari Shrine. This shrine is famous for
its thousands of red torii gates, which form a path leading up the mountain.
It's a popular hiking destination, but it's also worth visiting at night, when
the torii gates are illuminated.

After lunch, visit the Arashiyama Bamboo Forest. This forest is home to
thousands of tall bamboo trees. It's a beautiful place to walk and take
photos. You can also rent a kimono and have your photo taken in the
forest.

In the evening, visit the Pontocho Alley. This narrow alleyway is lined with
traditional wooden buildings, restaurants, and bars. It's a great place to
experience Kyoto's nightlife.

Day 3



Start your day by visiting the Kiyomizu-dera Temple. This temple is known
for its beautiful wooden architecture and its stunning views of the city. The
temple is also a popular spot for cherry blossom viewing in the spring.

After lunch, visit the Ginkaku-ji Temple, also known as the Silver Pavilion.
This temple is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is famous for its elegant
silver-leafed exterior. The temple is surrounded by a beautiful garden,
which is a great place to relax and enjoy the scenery.

In the evening, take a cooking class and learn how to make traditional
Japanese dishes. This is a great way to learn about Japanese culture and
cuisine.

Day 4

Start your day by visiting the Kinkaku-ji Temple, also known as the Golden
Pavilion. This temple is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and is famous for
its gold-leafed exterior. The temple is surrounded by a beautiful garden,
which is a great place to relax and enjoy the scenery.

After lunch, visit the Ryoan-ji Temple. This temple is famous for its rock
garden. The garden consists of 15 rocks arranged in a bed of white gravel.
The meaning of the garden is open to interpretation, but it is said to
represent the sea and the islands of Japan.

In the evening, visit the Nishi Hongan-ji Temple. This temple is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and is famous for its massive wooden building. The
temple is also a popular spot for cherry blossom viewing in the spring.

Day 5



Start your day by visiting the Daitoku-ji Temple. This temple is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and is famous for its beautiful gardens. The temple is
also home to several sub-temples, each with its unique architecture and
history.

After lunch, visit the Nishiki Tenmangu Shrine. This shrine is famous for its
beautiful plum blossoms in the spring. The shrine is also a popular spot for
people to pray for academic success.

In the evening, take a farewell dinner at a traditional Japanese restaurant.
This is a great way to end your trip to Kyoto and experience the city's
culinary delights.

Kyoto is a city with something to offer everyone. Whether you're interested
in history, culture, or food, you're sure to find something to love in this
beautiful city. With the help of local experts, you can explore the hidden
gems of Kyoto and discover the real Japan.

So what are you waiting for? Book your trip to Kyoto today!
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