
Sir Edmund Head: Scholarly Governor,
Colonial Administrator, and Advocate for
Canada

Sir Edmund Walker Head (1805-1868) was a British colonial administrator
who served as the ninth Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada from 1836
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to 1838 and as the first Governor General of the Province of Canada from
1867 to 1868. Head was a prominent figure in Canadian history, known for
his scholarly pursuits, his commitment to education, and his advocacy for
responsible government in the colonies. He was also a prolific writer and
diarist, leaving behind a rich collection of historical documents that provide
valuable insights into the political and social landscape of Canada during
the mid-19th century.

Early Life and Education

Edmund Head was born on February 16, 1805, in Wiarton Place, Kent,
England. He was the son of Sir John Head, a wealthy landowner, and
Maria West, the daughter of the 2nd Earl De La Warr. Head received his
early education at Eton College, where he excelled in his studies and
developed a lifelong interest in history and literature.

Sir Edmund Head: A Scholarly Governor by Gabriela Mistral
4.4 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 2424 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 389 pages

In 1825, Head matriculated at Merton College, Oxford, where he studied
Classics and mathematics. He graduated with honors in 1828 and was
elected a Fellow of Merton College in 1830. Head's academic
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achievements and scholarly pursuits earned him a reputation as a highly
intelligent and well-rounded individual.

Career in Colonial Administration

Head's career in colonial administration began in 1835 when he was
appointed Assistant Poor Law Commissioner in England. In this role, Head
was responsible for overseeing the implementation of the Poor Law
Amendment Act of 1834, which aimed to reform the system of poor relief in
England. Head's experience in this position gave him valuable insights into
the challenges of administering social welfare programs and managing
public finances.

In 1836, Head was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada. His
arrival in Toronto coincided with a period of political unrest and economic
hardship in the colony. Head faced opposition from both the Family
Compact, the conservative ruling elite of Upper Canada, and the
Reformers, who advocated for greater political representation and
responsible government.

Head attempted to navigate the political divide by promoting moderate
policies and seeking consensus between the opposing factions. He
established the University of Toronto in 1837, which became a leading
center of higher education in Canada. Head also introduced a system of
municipal government to Upper Canada, which gave local communities
greater autonomy.

However, Head's efforts to reconcile the Family Compact and the
Reformers were ultimately unsuccessful. In 1837, Upper Canada erupted in
rebellion, led by William Lyon Mackenzie. Head declared martial law and



suppressed the rebellion with the assistance of British troops. The rebellion
exposed the deep divisions within Upper Canada and shattered Head's
hopes for a peaceful transition to responsible government.

Governor General of the Province of Canada

In 1867, Head was appointed the first Governor General of the newly
created Province of Canada, a confederation of Upper Canada, Lower
Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. Head's appointment was a
reflection of his reputation as a respected and experienced colonial
administrator.

As Governor General, Head presided over the establishment of the new
Dominion of Canada and the formation of its first federal government. He
played a key role in the selection of Sir John A. Macdonald as Canada's
first Prime Minister. Head also oversaw the transfer of power from the
British government to the Canadian government and the establishment of
Canadian institutions.

Head's tenure as Governor General was marked by a commitment to
nation-building and the promotion of Canadian unity. He traveled
extensively throughout the country, meeting with political leaders,
businesspeople, and ordinary citizens. Head was known for his interest in
Canadian history, culture, and natural resources. He also advocated for the
development of a Canadian railway system and the expansion of trade and
commerce.

Scholarly Pursuits and Literary Legacy

Throughout his life, Head remained a dedicated scholar and writer. He
published numerous articles on historical, literary, and political topics, and



he maintained a detailed diary that provides a valuable record of his
experiences in Canada. Head's writings are characterized by their
erudition, wit, and keen observation.

Head's most significant scholarly work was his History of the Upper
Canada Rebellion, published in 1839. This book provided a detailed
account of the rebellion and its aftermath. It is considered a classic work of
Canadian history and remains an important source of information for
historians.

Head also published several other works, including:

* A Handbook of the History of the Spanish and French Schools of Painting
(1848) * The Life and Times of Sir John A. Macdonald (1869) * A Narrative
of the Canadian Rebellion of 1837 (1880)

Legacy and Impact

Sir Edmund Head left a lasting legacy in Canada. His efforts to promote
education, responsible government, and Canadian unity helped to shape
the development of the country. Head's writings provide valuable insights
into the political and social landscape of 19th-century Canada. He remains
a respected figure in Canadian history and his contributions continue to be
recognized and celebrated.

Sir Edmund Head was a remarkable individual who played a significant role
in the history of Canada. His scholarly pursuits, his dedication to education,
and his advocacy for responsible government left a lasting impact on the
country. Head's writings provide a rich and valuable resource for historians
and scholars, and his legacy continues to inspire Canadians today.



Sir Edmund Head: A Scholarly Governor by Gabriela Mistral
4.4 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 2424 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 389 pages

Smart Clothes and Wearable Technology:
Unveiling the Future of Fashion and
Technology
: A New Era of Interwoven Technology and Fashion In the ever-evolving
landscape of technology and fashion, a groundbreaking...

Stories From The Jim Crow Museum: Unveiling
the Haunting Realities of Racial Injustice
A Journey into the Depths of American History Step into the Jim Crow
Museum at Ferris State University, a profound institution dedicated to
preserving and...

FREE

https://annotation.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6InN1bGNra0NOQzNoZ0RVT3ZsMlVhQUZkcnJNZUNhQjlCZlwvaFMwUktJVEJSU1dxbmNSUUYyVlM4TzlSM2g1bGdzZGhjd3IxVkRteW1rRnZLXC9iSnNEVG9hSGNZdkJ5dm5TTERja0ZXNGVvOTVXY0xka1Z4XC9uR2RUam1GMVQ0QkFkcGlwNEN2bWpVdnhzWlcyczVuUlMwemNrazhSTWpcL1lkMVFpa2VxQ0tscHFXTzdkK2taeWJEaFk0UHhCOFFcL0Y3NEpmcDZISGlLaFNCc2NPQWl3NDdhdz09IiwiaXYiOiJhYThmMTBkMzZiMDczZjZkM2FlMjJjM2Y0ZDExYWE5NSIsInMiOiI5YzliNjI0MGRlNTdmYzAxIn0%3D
https://annotation.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlZFREp1ZmpKanZtdEJPblU4QzhyRVp5ZVVnbWlXMXJxR1liXC9NOVFoTzRRWHJVOE94RExlYmhVQWZPRE1PZUhqbUsxblpsTW1lV0RHb0dCcG9NOVliTERDYjQ0c1wva2t0ZHRLZnV3M1h4SjVQY1dlekVuXC85d1hGdVZmSndNUVJXWm00SjRuS1R4MWs1bHltdzhCMjhEZTFxdE5lWWRvZTBmamtKUjZMa09YWlFneGVpd25kVkdyZUVOVlY1U1NoNllKcUN4Q3lJYnNnM2Y4TGhqOFhWYnc9PSIsIml2IjoiYzNiODgwMTExNTMzMmI5NzUyMWFjYmIyZjFiMDliYjEiLCJzIjoiNWY2YmJjYTRlMTZmZDM0YiJ9
https://annotation.bccbooking.com/full/e-book/file/Smart%20Clothes%20and%20Wearable%20Technology%20Unveiling%20the%20Future%20of%20Fashion%20and%20Technology.pdf
https://annotation.bccbooking.com/full/e-book/file/Smart%20Clothes%20and%20Wearable%20Technology%20Unveiling%20the%20Future%20of%20Fashion%20and%20Technology.pdf
https://annotation.bccbooking.com/full/e-book/file/Stories%20From%20The%20Jim%20Crow%20Museum%20Unveiling%20the%20Haunting%20Realities%20of%20Racial%20Injustice.pdf
https://annotation.bccbooking.com/full/e-book/file/Stories%20From%20The%20Jim%20Crow%20Museum%20Unveiling%20the%20Haunting%20Realities%20of%20Racial%20Injustice.pdf
https://annotation.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IitNZXA4aVltT3BIWE9TS1BpNnltd2F0Wnc1V3pkbVVKaklhS3dsSkp1STZyc3VEZVI0UzJaN2tLbWNoSm5OSkRwcWpaVTZDU0dFWkorUlJKSkk5T0g0S0lzdzNwVWpERkNPMkZTcmtOajJ0bVFEKzltOCtVZ0hIdkNYYThTbVwvdDBrRWgzS0NMOVJ5R3RGVnc4bTRvRlpnUmpTaUVKN0ZGWXZ3UXQzVmt1cm5DOWY3dW40T3NzQTZ0bEZkNWlzekNRQ0E5XC9LTXNQd2Zpalcza281NkMxQT09IiwiaXYiOiIxYTQ1ZDkyYTdlMmUxN2Q5YjM2YWQyZDQ1NzZkNWE5NCIsInMiOiIyZTE1YTg4MjkwY2ExZDA1In0%3D

