
Like Alphabet Like Noun: A Review
Like Alphabet Like Noun is a book by American author Ron Silliman. The
book is a collection of essays that explore the relationship between
language and reality.

Silliman's essays are wide-ranging in their scope, but they are all united by
a common theme: the idea that language is not a neutral medium for
representing reality, but rather a force that actively shapes our experience
of the world.
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In one essay, Silliman argues that the alphabet is not a natural or inevitable
way of representing language. He points out that there are many other
possible ways to represent language, such as logograms or syllabaries.
The fact that we use the alphabet, he argues, is a reflection of the particular
cultural and historical conditions in which we live.
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In another essay, Silliman explores the relationship between language and
power. He argues that language is not simply a tool for communication, but
also a way of controlling and manipulating others. He points out that the
words we use to describe the world can have a profound impact on how we
think about it.

Silliman's essays are challenging and thought-provoking. They offer a new
way of thinking about language and its role in our lives. Like Alphabet Like
Noun is a must-read for anyone interested in language, literature, or
philosophy.

About the Author

Ron Silliman is an American poet, essayist, and critic. He is one of the
leading figures in the Language Poetry movement. Silliman's work has
been praised for its originality, intelligence, and wit.

Silliman was born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1946. He received his BA from
Reed College in 1968 and his MA from the University of California,
Berkeley, in 1970. He has taught at a number of universities, including the
University of California, San Diego, and the University of Iowa.

Silliman is the author of over 50 books of poetry, essays, and criticism. His
work has been translated into over 20 languages.

Further Reading

Ron Silliman's website

Ron Silliman at the Poetry Foundation

Ron Silliman at the Academy of American Poets
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