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The Watergate scandal, one of the most infamous political scandals in US
history, shook the nation to its core in the early 1970s. At the heart of this
web of lies and deceit was John Mitchell, the Attorney General of the
United States. This article delves into the life and role of John Mitchell,
exploring the secrets he held and the consequences he faced.
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Early Life and Political Career

John Mitchell was born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1913. He earned a law
degree from Fordham University and went on to become a successful
attorney in New York City. Mitchell entered politics in the 1950s, serving as
the Republican National Chairman from 1968 to 1972. In 1969, President
Richard Nixon appointed him Attorney General.

The Watergate Break-In

In June 1972, a group of men known as the "White House Plumbers" broke
into the Democratic National Committee headquarters in the Watergate
Office Building in Washington, D.C. Their mission was to plant wiretaps and
gather intelligence on the Democratic Party. Mitchell was deeply involved in
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the planning and execution of the break-in, although he initially denied any
knowledge of it.

When the break-in was discovered, Mitchell and other high-ranking Nixon
administration officials attempted to cover up their involvement. They
pressured the FBI to downplay the incident and Free Downloaded the CIA
to obstruct the investigation. However, the truth gradually emerged, and
Mitchell was forced to resign as Attorney General in April 1973.

The Senate Watergate Hearings

In the wake of Mitchell's resignation, the Senate Select Committee on
Presidential Campaign Activities, also known as the Watergate Committee,
was formed to investigate the scandal. Mitchell was a central figure in the
hearings, and his testimony revealed the extent of his involvement in the
cover-up.

During the hearings, Mitchell famously uttered the quote, "I think I've had
enough of this crap," expressing his frustration with the investigation.
However, his defense was ultimately unsuccessful, and he was convicted
of conspiracy, obstruction of justice, and perjury.

“I think I've had enough of this crap.”
- John Mitchell

Aftermath and Legacy

Mitchell was sentenced to 2 and a half years in prison for his role in
Watergate. He served 19 months before being released on parole in 1979.
After his release, Mitchell largely retreated from public life. He died in 1988
at the age of 75.



John Mitchell's legacy is forever tied to the Watergate scandal. He was a
key figure in one of the darkest chapters in American political history, and
his actions helped to erode public trust in the government. The lessons
learned from Watergate continue to shape political discourse and
accountability in the United States today.

John Mitchell was a complex and controversial figure who played a pivotal
role in the Watergate scandal. His secrets and lies contributed to one of the
most significant political crises in American history. Through his actions,
Mitchell left an enduring legacy that serves as a reminder of the importance
of truth, accountability, and the rule of law.
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