
Gender and Tradition in East Javanese Dance:
New Perspectives on Gender in Music
East Javanese dance, a captivating art form rooted in centuries of tradition,
offers a captivating lens through which to explore the intricate interplay
between gender and cultural expression. This thought-provoking book
delves into the rich tapestry of East Javanese dance, shedding new light on
the nuanced performance styles, gender roles, and cultural heritage that
shape this mesmerizing art form.
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The Essence of East Javanese Dance

East Javanese dance, known as tari in Indonesian, is a vibrant and
dynamic art form that embodies the cultural heritage of East Java, a region
on the island of Java in Indonesia. This captivating dance style is
characterised by its intricate movements, graceful gestures, and expressive
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storytelling. Dancers adorned in elaborate costumes and accessories bring
to life a vast repertoire of traditional stories, myths, and legends.

Gender and Performance

Gender plays a pivotal role in East Javanese dance, shaping both the
performance styles and the societal expectations surrounding this art form.
Traditionally, East Javanese dance has been divided into two primary
categories: tari putri (female dance) and tari putra (male dance). These
categories are defined by distinct movement vocabularies, costume styles,
and performance contexts.

Tari putri emphasises graceful movements, delicate gestures, and a refined
elegance. Female dancers often portray characters of nobility, refinement,
and purity. In contrast, tari putra is characterised by powerful movements,
dynamic leaps, and a more assertive presence. Male dancers often
embody characters of strength, courage, and heroism.

Evolving Gender Roles

While these traditional gender roles have long shaped East Javanese
dance, contemporary times have witnessed a gradual evolution in gender
perceptions and performance practices. The emergence of new dance
genres and the growing influence of globalisation have challenged
traditional gender boundaries, opening up new possibilities for artistic
expression.

Female dancers are now venturing into traditionally male roles, embodying
strength and power through their performances. Similarly, male dancers are
exploring the expressive qualities of female dance, challenging societal



expectations of masculinity. These shifts reflect a changing cultural
landscape where gender roles are becoming more fluid and inclusive.

Gender and Music

Music plays an integral role in East Javanese dance, providing the rhythmic
foundation and emotional context for the performance. Traditionally, music
for East Javanese dance has been dominated by male musicians, known
as pengrawit. These musicians, often playing gamelan instruments, provide
the rhythmic and melodic accompaniment for the dancers.

In recent years, however, female musicians have also begun to emerge in
the field, challenging traditional gender norms. These talented musicians
are not only preserving the musical traditions of East Javanese dance but
also bringing new perspectives and interpretations to the music.

Cultural Heritage and Identity

East Javanese dance is not merely an art form but also a reflection of the
cultural heritage and identity of the East Javanese people. The dances,
costumes, and music are all imbued with cultural significance, providing a
glimpse into the values, beliefs, and history of this vibrant region.

By preserving and promoting East Javanese dance, communities are
actively safeguarding their cultural identity and ensuring its transmission to
future generations. Dance serves as a powerful vehicle for cultural
expression, fostering a sense of belonging and continuity within the
community.

"Gender and Tradition in East Javanese Dance: New Perspectives on
Gender in Music" is a groundbreaking work that offers a comprehensive



exploration of this captivating art form. Through a meticulous examination
of performance styles, gender roles, and cultural heritage, this book
provides a nuanced understanding of the dynamic interplay between
gender and tradition in East Javanese dance.

As the art form continues to evolve, it is essential to continue documenting
and analysing these changes to ensure a comprehensive understanding of
its history and significance. This book is a valuable resource for scholars,
dance practitioners, and anyone interested in the intersection of gender,
culture, and the arts.

By delving into the rich world of East Javanese dance, we not only
appreciate its artistic beauty but also gain insights into the complex cultural
and societal forces that shape our world. This book is a testament to the
enduring power of dance as a form of cultural expression and a catalyst for
social change.
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